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Many employees who have been injured at work presume that the process of applying
for workers’ compensation is straightforward and the insurance company has your best
interests at heart. This is not always true, which is why it's important to have a
knowledgeable workers' compensation attorney on your side.

At GA Injury Advocates, we have represented many injured workers in and around Atlanta,
Georgia, and understand the benefits of legal representation for those who are struggling
with medical bills while seeking compensation for a workplace illness or accident. While you
aren't legally required to retain an attorney when you file a claim, here are 10 good
reasons why you should.

You may not fully understand

your rights

If you deal with the insurance company directly, you can be at a disadvantage if you don't
understand your rights under the Georgia Workers' Compensation Act. For example, they
may tell you that you cannot claim an aggravated back injury because you had back problems
to begin with, which may not be the case. Being represented by an attorney can prevent your
rights from being disregarded.
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You may not know the current

workers’ compensation laws

Workers’ compensation laws are both complex and subject to change. A single mistake in
reporting your accident could prevent or delay you from getting the benefits you need
to cover your medical expenses and living costs. A workers’ compensation attorney will be
familiar with any recent changes to the law and tailor their representation accordingly.

LY You could miss important deadlines

In Georgia, you are required to report your accident to your employer within 30 days and
file a Notice of Claim within a year. If you are unaware of these statutory deadlines, you
could unknowingly lose your opportunity to collect workers’ compensation benefits. Your
attorney will know which deadlines apply and help you complete all required steps on time.

'’ Your claim can be denied

Unfortunately, workers’ compensation insurance companies and employers sometimes deny
legitimate claims. They presume that an injured worker will feel too powerless and intimidated
to hire a lawyer. When they know that you are represented by an attorney who knows the law
regarding income benefits and medical care, you're in a stronger position.
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You may not receive all the

benefits you are entitled to

Your employer’s insurance company may be reluctant to pay out all of the benefits that
you are entitled to. They could undervalue your average weekly pay, which establishes
the amount of the disability checks you receive while off work and the settlement if your
case settles. This could leave you with thousands of dollars less than you deserve.

A workers’ compensation attorney will be aware of what your payments should be and
hold the insurer accountable. They will help you obtain all the benefits you may be entitled
to, icluding backdated payments if your claim was originally denied.

6 Your attorney will know how to
p cifectively deal with any problems

Too many claimants hire an attorney only after they have run into problems that they don’t
know how to deal with, like a benefits denial or revocation. Working with legal counsel at the
onset of your claim can prevent many of these complications from happening in the first
place, and if they do occur, your attorney will know how to handle them in the most efficient
and effective manner.
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Your attorney will help you

protect your job

Many injured workers are afraid to report an injury or file a workers’ compensation claim
because they worry that their employer might retaliate against them by

* Demoting them

* Unjustified disciplinary action

* Negative reassignment or transfer
* Terminating their employment.

Although there is no guarantee that you will keep your job, an attorney can help with this if
it is important to you.

Your attorney will help you hold

any third parties accountable

If you were injured at work or during the course of your duties by a third party (who is not
your employer or co-worker), such as a vendor or delivery driver, you can file a lawsuit against
them in addition to pursuing your worker’s compensation claim. An attorney will know when
a third-party liability exists in your case and help you pursue additional compensation.
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Your attorney can determine if any

jurisdictional problems apply

Jurisdiction for workers’ compensation claims can be complicated. For example, what
happens if you are injured in another state while working for a Georgia employer? Can you
file your claim in Georgia? An attorney will confirm that you are filing in the right jurisdiction.

You will have professional support
if your claim 1s denied

There are many reasons why a workers’ compensation claim may be denied, but you always
have the right to appeal an adverse decision. An attorney will advise you on what documents
you may need to present an effective appeal, such as medical records, witness statements,
and other evidence, and look after your best interests during any hearings.
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Contact a Georgia Worker’s Compensation

Attorney

If you have been injured at work, you have the right to file a workers' compensation claim
to pay your medical expenses and help you meet the costs of daily living until you are able
to return to work. When you do so, remember that your employer and their insurer will

have attorneys on retainer to ensure that they don’t have to pay a single dime more than
they have to.

This is why you need a qualified and experienced workers’' compensation attorney to
protect your rights. At Georgia Injury Advocates, we are committed to helping you recover
the compensation you are entitled to and promise to provide you with a strong and
tenacious advocacy that can make a positive difference with your workers'

compensation claim. For more information or to arrange a confidential consultation,

call us today at (770) 766-0555
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https://gainjuryadvocates.com/contact/

RAMIRO RODRIGUEZ, JR.

Owner Georgia Injury Advocates

Most of us have a childhood moment that inspires us to think about who we would be
when we grew up. For Attorney Ramiro Rodriguez, it was when he was seven years old
and was accompanying his uncle to a consultation with an attorney. Not only was the
attorney very vague about his uncle’s rights, he wanted to be paid first, in cash, and
would not even give a receipt! At that time, young Ramiro was worried the attorney
would not help his uncle, and might even steal from him. His uncle was more scared
and confused after he hired the attorney!

Attorney Rodriguez will always remember that moment. That is why Georgia
Injury Advocates treats each and every person who comes to us for help like they are
a best friend. Friends are there when you need them. And so are we.

Ramiro Rodriguez, Jr. is a native-born Texan who was born in McAllen, Texas and
graduated with a Bachelor of Science from Texas A&M. He then went on to earn his J.D.
from John Marshall School of Law, where he was an active member of the law review
and graduated cum laude.

As a compassionate personal injury lawyer, Ramiro Rodriguez, Jr. is an efficient and
effective warrior for justice. He has personally tried cases ranging from automobile and
tractor-trailer accidents, to slip and falls and dog bites, and welcomes the opportunity
to advocate for you too.
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